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          Here’s a thought provoking piece that reminds us of our 

           profoundly small thoughts of God and our vastly dispro

           portionate and unrealistic view of ourselves.  How im-

           portant is it that we escape the proud self-delusion that 

               deceives us about ourselves and blinds us to a true 

           perception of God?  You decide.  “God resists the 

           proud but gives grace to the humble” James 4:6.                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                  

“Pride is an ugly thing. I’m not talking about the kind of pride we feel when our country makes us proud, nor am I talking about 

the kind of pride that little Johnny’s parents feel when he kicks the game-winning goal. I’m talking about an ugly spiritual 

pride—the kind of pride that lurks within all of us. This is the kind of pride that causes the boss to speak condescendingly to 

her employees because they haven’t attained to her level of “success.” It’s the kind of pride that causes the Harvard student to 

roll his eyes at the community college student. This kind of pride makes the religious person grow cold in his affection towards 

God because his life has been free of major crises, and has never needed one of those dramatic “conversions.” 

The problem with spiritual pride, however, is that it’s always relative. That is, when we compare ourselves by ourselves, we 
always appear shiny and polished. When we are the standard by which everyone else must be measured, then we are cer-
tainly nothing less than a limited edition. As John Calvin aptly put it, “As long as we do not look beyond the earth, being quite 
content with our own righteousness, wisdom, and virtue, we flatter ourselves most sweetly, and fancy ourselves all but demi-
gods” (38).  

The cure for this spiritual malady, of course, is to obtain a new mirror. For as soon as one gazes into the reflection of the truly 
Divine, then one begins to recognize all of the scratches, the variously shaped dents, and the multiple layers of imperfection 
that were mysteriously invisible in the old mirror called Self. All of a sudden what once appeared so magnificent—the promo-
tion, the academic appointment, the prestige of success—now appears to be nothing but attic dust. All of this is what happens, 
says Calvin, when one gazes on God’s holiness:  

Suppose we but once begin to raise our thoughts to God, and to ponder his nature, and how completely perfect are his right-
eousness, wisdom, and power—the straightedge to which we must be shaped. Then, what masquerading earlier as righteous-
ness was pleasing in us will soon grow filthy in its consummate wickedness. What wonderfully impressed us under the name 
of wisdom will stink in its very foolishness. What wore the face of power will prove itself the most miserable weakness. That is, 
what in us seems perfection itself corresponds ill to the purity of God. (38). 

My friend, if you find yourself sick with the dreadful disease of spiritual pride—a disease to which none are immune—take 

pains to be cured. Don’t hesitate, for this is a matter of urgent importance. Gaze intently on God’s holiness and pray that his 

Christ would reveal to you the depravity of your disfigured heart. For in so doing, you will not only be given a new mirror 

through which the true reflection of Beauty can be seen, but you will also find a new and truer reflection of yourself.” 
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Don’t miss out.  Mark your calendars now and stay tuned for more information. 
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